Operative cholangiography.
The value of operative cholangiography in the management of biliary tract disease has been questioned. To better define the role of cholangiography, we reviewed 579 consecutive cholecystectomies done by 1 group of surgeons in a small rural practice over 8 years. Cholangiography demonstrated unsuspected common bile duct disease in 5% of the procedures, while 12% of the patients were spared an unnecessary choledochotomy after a normal cholangiogram was obtained. There was no morbidity, mortality, or prolongation of the hospital stay attributed to the cholangiographic procedure. These findings bolster the argument for routine cholangiography as a safe, effective, and helpful screening examination for patients who are at risk for having common bile duct disease.